The Cornish 'Piskey’

"The piskey folk according to
Couch's History of Polperro
are about a span long (9inches)
clad in green and wearing
straw hats or little green caps
on their heads. Other observers
have described them as being
rarely seen in any other form
than that of a wizened looking
little old man. There is only
one reference to the female
piskey 'Joan The Wad' who
has become one of the most
famous of the piskey folk and
regarded as Queen of the
lucky Cornish piskeys and
consort to 'Jack o' Lantern'
the only other of the piskey
folk known by name. The

piskeys are the cheery _
wonder workers of Cornwall.
Their power is in calculable
and wherever they abide good
fuck attends. Sir Arthur Quiller
Couch in one of his books
described
how the maidens go to the well
to intercede with the piskey folk
for the name of their true love.
It is said the piskey folk have
the
power of being seen, heard, and
felt and as long as you look
after them they will look after

you."
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The Cornish Piskey was a figment of the imagination of the superstitious
Cornish people in centuries past. According to Couch's History of Polperro
the piskey folk are about a span long (9 inches), clad in green and wearing
straw hats or little green caps on their heads. Other observers have
described them as being rarely seen in any other form than that of ¢
wizened looking little old man.

Believing in the "spriggans” (little people) who could play tricks and cast
spells, Cornish folk would respect their presence and be careful not to do
anything to annoy or disturb them.

The Piskies - or Piskey as he is called, for he usually works alone - are as
good a people as they are mischievous, helping the aged and infirm in gheir
household tasks, threshing the corn on a moonlit night, plaiting the pony's

mane for stirrups and riding it wildly through the night.

The Piskey was a mischievous little creature, always laughing at someone or
something and ready to play tricks on folk who walked home across a misty

moor or along a lonely cliff path.

It is said the Piskey folk have the power of being seen, heard and felt and
as long as you look after them they will look after you.
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